).
In a recent number of the Zeitschrift (XXXVIII, p. 54) Prof. ERMAN drew attention to an interesting passage in Heron from which it would appear that Egyptian temples of the Grseco-Roman period were usually provided with a Θησαυρός or money-box which stood somewhere by the door, inviting a donation from the passing worshipper. The object figured in the accompanying illustration is in all probability the upper part of just such a Θησαυρός as Heron refers to. It is a heavy lid of black granite, cut away round the base so as to fit into the top of a large round receptacle. The upper part of it is in the form of a great serpent with erected head, and in the middle of the coils is a narrow, well-worn slit large enough to admit a coin of at least 4 cm diameter. Round the side of the lid are four small holes in which are traces of iron rods embedded in lead soldering: the purpose of these is not clear, but it seems to me most probable that they represent the inner ends of four projecting handles 1 ), for it would be difficult to raise so massive a lid without some such aid. Even without further evidence one would naturally pronounce the above object to be the cover of a great savings-box or treasury. But fortunately its provenance is known: it comes from the temple of Asklepios and Hygieia at Ptolemais. Thus the serpent is no merely decorative detail, but an intelligible symbol: the sacred creature of the god lies on guard over its master's property, an embodied proclamation of the religio loci.
There are a few traces of temple money-chests in Greece and Italy 2 ), and it is interesting to find that the best example comes from a shrine of Sarapis and Isis in the island of Thera, one of the outposts of Ptolemaic influence. We have very good proof then that the Θησαυρός was a common institution in Grrseco-Egyptian temples. But was it so also in purely Egyptian sanctuaries? The passages quoted by Prof. ERMAN in the article referred to above are not conclusive on this point. Heron speaks of it in connection with the ritual wheel. It seems probable that the ritual wheel was introduced into Egypt from the East by way of Alexandria, and it may well be therefore that the sort of temple which Heron had in his mind was an Alexandrian one. In any case it is unlikely that the practice first began in the native temples of Egypt rather than in those of the foreigners who introduced the use of money.
